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§ 20.21 Hunting methods.
Migratory birds on which open sea-

sons are prescribed in this part may be
taken by any method except those pro-
hibited in this section. No persons shall
take migratory game birds:

(a) With a trap, snare, net, rifle, pis-
tol, swivel gun, shotgun larger than 10
gauge, punt gun, battery gun, machine-
gun, fish hook, poison, drug, explosive,
or stupefying substance;

(b) With a shotgun of any description
capable of holding more than three
shells, unless it is plugged with a one-
piece filler, incapable of removal with-
out disassembling the gun, so its total
capacity does not exceed three shells;

(c) From or by means, aid, or use of
a sinkbox or any other type of low
floating device, having a depression af-
fording the hunter a means of conceal-
ment beneath the surface of the water;

(d) From or by means, aid, or use of
any motor vehicle, motor-driven land
conveyance, or aircraft of any kind, ex-
cept that paraplegics and persons miss-
ing one or both legs may take from any
stationary motor vehicle or stationary
motor-driven land conveyance;

(e) From or by means of any motor-
boat or other craft having a motor at-
tached, or any sailboat, unless the
motor has been completely shut off
and/or the sails furled, and its progress
therefrom has ceased: Provided, That a
craft under power may be used to re-
trieve dead or crippled birds; however,
crippled birds may not be shot from
such craft under power except in the
seaduck area as permitted in subpart K
of this part;

(f) By the use or aid of live birds as
decoys; although not limited to, it
shall be a violation of this paragraph
for any person to take migratory wa-
terfowl on an area where tame or cap-
tive live ducks or geese are present un-
less such birds are and have been for a
period of 10 consecutive days prior to
such taking, confined within an enclo-
sure which substantially reduces the
audibility of their calls and totally
conceals such birds from the sight of
wild migratory waterfowl;

(g) By the use or aid of recorded or
electrically amplified bird calls or
sounds, or recorded or electrically am-
plified imitations of bird calls or
sounds;

(h) By means or aid of any
motordriven land, water, or air convey-
ance, or any sailboat used for the pur-
pose of or resulting in the concentrat-
ing, driving, rallying, or stirring up of
any migratory bird;

(i) By the aid of baiting, or on or over
any baited area. As used in this para-
graph, ‘‘baiting’’ shall mean the plac-
ing, exposing, depositing, distributing,
or scattering of shelled, shucked, or
unshucked corn, wheat or other grain,
salt, or other feed so as to constitute
for such birds a lure, attraction or en-
ticement to, on, or over any areas
where hunters are attempting to take
them; and ‘‘baited area’’ means any
area where shelled, shucked, or
unshucked corn, wheat or other grain,
salt, or other feed whatsoever capable
of luring, attracting, or enticing such
birds is directly or indirectly placed,
exposed, deposited, distributed, or scat-
tered; and such area shall remain a
baited area for 10 days following com-
plete removal of all such corn, wheat
or other grain, salt, or other feed. How-
ever, nothing in this paragraph shall
prohibit:

(1) The taking of all migratory game
birds, including waterfowl, on or over
standing crops, flooded standing crops
(including aquatics), flooded harvested
croplands, grain crops properly
shocked on the field where grown, or
grains found scattered solely as the re-
sult of normal agricultural planting or
harvesting; and

(2) The taking of all migratory game
birds, except waterfowl, on or over any
lands where shelled, shucked, or
unshucked corn, wheat or other grain,
salt, or other feed has been distributed
or scattered as the result of bona fide
agricultural operations or procedures,
or as a result of manipulation of a crop
or other feed on the land where grown
for wildlife management purposes: Pro-
vided, That manipulation for wildlife
management purposes does not include
the distributing or scattering of grain
or other feed once it has been removed
from or stored on the field where
grown;

(j) While possessing shot (either in
shotshells or as loose shot for muzzle-
loading) other than steel shot, or bis-
muth-tin (97 parts bismuth: 3 parts tin
with <1 percent residual lead) shot, or
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tungsten-iron (nominally 40 parts tung-
sten: 60 parts iron with <1 percent re-
sidual lead) shot or such shot approved
as nontoxic by the Director pursuant
to procedures set forth in § 20.134, pro-
vided that:

(1) This restriction applies only to
the taking of Anatidae (ducks, geese
[including brant] and swans), coots
(Fulica americana) and any species
that make up aggregate bag limits dur-
ing concurrent seasons with the former
in areas described in § 20.108 as
nontoxic shot zones, and

(2) Tungsten-iron shot (nominally 40
parts tungsten: 60 parts iron with <1
percent residual lead) is legal as
nontoxic shot for the 1997–98 migratory
bird hunting season, except for the
Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta habitat in
Alaska.

[38 FR 22021, Aug. 15, 1973, as amended at 38
FR 22896, Aug. 27, 1973; 44 FR 2599, Jan. 12,
1979; 45 FR 70275, Oct. 23, 1980; 49 FR 4079,
Feb. 2, 1984; 52 FR 27364, July 21, 1987; 53 FR
24290, June 28, 1988; 60 FR 64, Jan. 3, 1995; 60
FR 43316, Aug. 18, 1995; 61 FR 42494, Aug. 15,
1996; 62 FR 43447, Aug. 13, 1997]

§ 20.22 Closed seasons.
No person shall take migratory game

birds during the closed season.

§ 20.23 Shooting hours.
No person shall take migratory game

birds except during the hours open to
shooting as prescribed in subpart K of
this part.

[38 FR 22021, Aug. 15, 1973, as amended at 38
FR 22626, Aug. 23, 1973]

§ 20.24 Daily limit.
No person shall take in any 1 cal-

endar day, more than the daily bag
limit or aggregate daily bag limit,
whichever applies.

[38 FR 22021, Aug. 15, 1973, as amended at 38
FR 22626, Aug. 23, 1973]

§ 20.25 Wanton waste of migratory
game birds.

No person shall kill or cripple any
migratory game bird pursuant to this
part without making a reasonable ef-
fort to retrieve the bird, and retain it
in his actual custody, at the place
where taken or between that place and
either (a) his automobile or principal

means of land transportation; or (b) his
personal abode or temporary or tran-
sient place of lodging; or (c) a migra-
tory bird preservation facility; or (d) a
post office; or (e) a common carrier fa-
cility.

[41 FR 31536, July 29, 1976]

§ 20.26 Emergency closures.

(a) The Director may close or tempo-
rarily suspend any season established
under subpart K of this part:

(1) Upon a finding that a continu-
ation of such a season would constitute
an imminent threat to the safety of
any endangered or threatened species
or other migratory bird populations.

(2) Upon issuance of local public no-
tice by such means as publication in
local newspapers of general circula-
tion, posting of the areas affected, no-
tifying the State wildlife conservation
agency, and announcement on local
radio and television.

(b) Any such closure or temporary
suspension shall be announced by pub-
lication of a notice to that effect in the
FEDERAL REGISTER simultaneous with
the local public notice referred to in
paragraph (a)(2) of this section. How-
ever, in the event that it is impractical
to publish a FEDERAL REGISTER notice
simultaneously, due to the restriction
in time available and the nature of the
particular emergency situation, such
notice shall follow the steps outlined in
paragraph (a) of this section as soon as
possible.

(c) Any closure or temporary suspen-
sion under this section shall be effec-
tive on the date of publication of the
FEDERAL REGISTER notice; or if such
notice is not published simultaneously,
then on the date and at the time speci-
fied in the local notification to the
public. Every notice of closure shall in-
clude the date and time of closing of
the season and the area or areas af-
fected. In the case of a temporary sus-
pension, the date and time when the
season may be resumed shall be pro-
vided by a subsequent local notifica-
tion to the public, and by publication
in the FEDERAL REGISTER.

[41 FR 31536, July 29, 1976]
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